CONSTRUCTIVE   WORK    AND    IMAGINATION    97
imaginative mathematician who demonstrated a rule, set
exercises on it, corrected faults, and then went oa to an
imaginative teacher, knows how a pupil's intellectual
imagination can be stirred. The facts that are collected,
considered, tabulated and perhaps eventually generalized,
the discussions on the bearing of the new fact or the use
of some new skill or intellectual technique, the attempts
to prove a statement or to test a conclusion, all demand
a lively use of past experience in a new situation. If
mathematics has been cited as an example it is because all
but the best teachers seem to think that grind is of more
importance than that free ' intellectual play ' with abstract
ideas that makes the study so delightfully exhilarating.
Such work gives the student not only scope for creative
thinking but also a standard by which to test his results.
All subjects properly taught encourage creative work :
the story, poem and play in literature and history; the
travel talk, pageant, or new type of map in geography;
the attempt to demonstrate a hypothesis and prove it
in science.
The teacher who rouses such imaginative thought in
his pupils has Ms just reward, for to serve their own purpose,
be it to solve a problem in mathematics or to make an
accurate representation of life in India, pupils will collect
information, memorize results and apply them with far
greater zeal and success than is possible if the work is
organized by the teacher and dictated to the class.
Enough has been said already of a child's urge to con-
structive work: to make songs, paint pictures, build cities
or work out in some concrete form his own feelings and
ideas. Clearly in the modern school the urge will be the
basis of much of the work, and children will in many cases
learn facts and acquire technique in order to satisfy their
desire to create. Perhaps the simplest way of stressing
the new motivation in education is to point oat the change
in the attitude to expression work. Formerly a teadier

